Since some of these results are at variance with those obtained by Mackenzie, Lewis (1) The folia must have been of the second year; (2) collected at the proper season; (3) dried for some hours at 60? C. to destroy the ferments, otherwise the glucosides will be rapidly destroyed; (4) kept dry, free from dust, heat and strong light; (5) not touched with moist hands, otherwise they will be overgrown with fungi; and (6)' lastly, an alcoholic tincture made [Aprii,, 1925. from these folia should he biologically assayed to prove the potency of the leaf.
rt is futile to expect that every sample of powdered leaf has satisfied all these conditions. Bad leaf, badly stored, when pulverised, would possibly be " Pulv. digitalis with fungi without glucosides.
To sum up, therefore, pulv. digitalis as served up by local chemists in the mofussil is a preparation regarding which (1) one does not know whether it was ever physiologically active, and (2) whether such activity has been retained on storage.
With regard to infusion of digitalis much greater uncertainty prevails. The In estimating the benefit which may be expected from digitalis, the initial condition of the myocardium counts for a great deal. If the myocardium is relatively sound, as in younger persons, more benefit, both in degree and in duration, may be expected. All things being equal, the younger the age, the less grave the issue when digitalis has to be used.
(ii) The heart is normally smaller in women by nearly 2 ounces than in men. The myocardial efficiency may be said to be less, proportionately.
Apart from this, it is difficult to state which sex is likely to do better. The imperative necessity of man to work for his living, though incapacitated, often nullifies all good results. Similarly the strain of repeated pregnancies and lactation proves equally disastrous in woman.
(iii) Occupation.?It is usually believed that the hard-working man fares the worst with heart disease, while the sedentary worker keeps better, once he has improved with treatment. This, however, is not strictly in accordance with one's own results.
The man who is used to physical exertion has built up in the past a much stronger myocardium. 
